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By what sworn oath soever hold them bound

In court of conscience, seeing they have sworn to me

Their secrecy and fidelity before,

And are no subjects of this country.    Nau

Hath many times writ other than I bade,

And Curie sets down whate'er Nau bids him write

But for my part I am ready in all to bear

The burden of their fault, save what may lay

A blot upon mine honour.    Haply too

These things did they confess to save themselves,

Supposing their avowal could hurt not me,

Who, being a queen, they thought, good ignorant men,

More favourably must needs be dealt withal

For Ballard, I ne'er heard of any such,

But of one Hallard once that proffered me

Such help as I would none of, knowing this man

Had vowed his service too to Walsingham.

Gawdy. Next, from your letters to Mendoza, writ
By Curie, as freely his confession shows,
In privy cipher, take these few brief notes
For perfect witness of your full design.
You find yourself, the Spaniard hears thereby,
Sore troubled what best course to take anew
For your affairs this side the sea, whereon
Charles Paget hath a charge to impart from you
Some certain overtures to Spain and him
In your behalf, whom you desire with prayer
Show freely what he thinks may be obtained
Thus from the king his master.    One point more
Have you reserved thereon depending, which
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